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THREE AREAS WERE IDENTIFIED IN WHICH EXPERIMENTAL 
PROGRAMS COULD BE DEVELOPED BY THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS. WITHIN THE AREA OF "BEHAVIORAL 
SCIENCE FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION," THE AUTHOR SUGGESTED 
BUILDING A SEQUENCE OF UP TO 18 HOURS OF STUDY C»F THE 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES (PSYCHOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, AND 
LINGUISTICS), PLUS LOGIC AND SOME PRINCIPLES OF PHILOSOPHY. 
EXAMPLES WERE GIVEN OF THE KINDS OF COURSES TO BE DEVELOPED 
THROUGH COOPERATION WITH OTHER EXISTING DEPARTMENTS IN OTHER 
COLLEGES C*F THE UNIVERSITY AND OF THE ADVANTAGES OF SUCH 
COURSES TO TEACHERS. FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD 
PROVIDE FOR CHILDREN 3-5 YEARS OF AGE TO ENTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
WAS EXPECTED TO CREATE A NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF COURSES 
IN "EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION." AS A STARTING POINT FOR SUCH 
TEACHER-TRAINING COURSES, THE AUTHC»R SUGGESTED THE INITIATION 
OF COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES WITH AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
KINDERGARTEN AND THE UNIVERSITY'S DEPARTMENT C»F HOME 
ECONOMICS. DEVELOPMENT OF A TRANSFORMATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL 
ENCOUNTERS IN "FRE- AND EARLY-ADOLESCENT EDUCATION" WAS 
SUGGESTED AS A WAY OF AWAKENING KNOWLEDGE-SEEKING BEHAVIOR IN 
BOYS AND GIRLS DURING THAT PERIOD OF THEIR LIVES. SUCH A 
TRANSFORMATION WAS SEEN AS OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES IN 
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND FOR EXPERIMENTS IN TEACHER 
EDUCATION. (AL) 
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Potential Developments in Teacher Education 



This is my attempt to furnish you vjith a shoi’t summary of vj'hat I foi’see as potential developmcuc.j 
in Teacher Education v;hich may be of concern to all of 'as in the GolleEo as vjell as the Research anU 
Development Center For Teacher Education. The intention is to identify areas in whj.ch vre should con- 
sidei' the development of expoi'imental program:;, vjithin the College of Education and The University oj. 
Texarj as a whole. 



1 . 



Behavioral Scionce Foundations of Education . - Almost all professional, fields have an underlying 
body of knov/iodge which prospect ivo students undovtake befo.i’o they g;o into a professional school. 
For example, the medical, dental, and nursing schools require what is known as the basic sciences. 
On the other hand, engineering depends upon a solid basis of courses in the mathematical and P’hy- 
sical sciences. If this statement is meaningful, v;e should c.xperime>nt with building a sequence 
with a required basis up to l8 hours of the bcliavioral sciences (psychology, anthropology, soci- 
ology, and linguistics) as well as logic and some principles oJ’ philosophy. The integrative ex- 
periences should be in v/hat wo now offer us Ed. Fsy. 332E and joEG as well as Ed. H. 56l . Details 
of experimental ajjproaches require furchci.‘ development. To make the changes possible, there would 
have to bo plans vjorkod out with existing departments in other colleges of the University. For 
example, the faculty of the Department of History could bo asked to develop an approach in vAiich 
broad concepts are the basis of the discipilinc and course offerings for prospective teachers 
v;ould emphasise- patte.rn recognition ratlier than the chronological ordering of facts. The current 
;riovo toward rc.Siioving the legislative requirement of six houi’s of liistory and six liouro of govein- 
rnent as taught now would facilitate the transformation. This would peimiit a look at American 
Civilization and recurrent phenomena of Man's past from a differen. point of view. Other depart- 
ments would bf- asked to undertake similar changes for the preparation of elementary and secondary 
school teachers . Teachers prepared in such a program shouild be able to incorporate the study of 
man into what is now taught as English and the study of man's Institution into what is now termed 
the Social Studios. Then the cui’riculum of public education would make more sense to the boys 



and girls who encounter it 
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Early Childhood Education . - Pedoral and State legislation is going to make possible tho entrance 
of children of 5 - 5 years of ago into the public schools. There is evidence that some middle- 
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•'Ififn? childiH-n ax’o as educationally dei-rjvod as tliose from the culture of r.rjverty, oxily xn a 
uiffv.renc way. The approach to the profeasl onaiiaation of teacher:: augcaatou in (1) above could 
••n.'ibl - ue to ' xperiment in preparinc some teacherr: in cooperation v;ith the- Department of Homc- 
Dcono:;ucs . To bocin work focused upon early childhood education, I vjould su;:c:ost that we in- 
itial. cooperative activities with Oasis Elementary School which lias a kindercarton and with 
tho ropartnio--': of Home Economics at Wooli'idge Hall. Ecgiinning forina.1 education in eai’ly child- 
iioo'i, of coui'c-;, i:: yoinp: to force- a reconstruction of curricula in what v?o now decisnate the 
elc-’..- iitary, .lunioi' liinh, hi£;h school, and colleeo years. 



Ir- - -.lud Early- Adolescent Education. - Ev.idonce from studios such as the Human Talciit iv.searcli 



i-i'op;rai;i iudlcates that curriculuiii pattern:: in junior hich schools are not b- aiitj perceived by 
stud--nt.: ther- in as belnc relevant to their present and futuix- concerns. Apt arently there is 
a cui.tui'al as v/e*ll as a biological pubi-i’ty . Parental and age-i;;ate exeectatl -'U:: int'.-i-act vjith 

Tradi- 



a change in body imago to j.'oso concern:: about self ideiitificat.i on and self-- ::tension. 
sion.al litoratui'o sucii as Kldnapp* d , Ivaneiv- , and books of ::ali ct»,-d classical excerpts to nou 
hc-lp- tli-. boy '.ir gii'l begin to ostabli::)! tirdi.-r and identity in tlie mid::t of s- eiiiing chrMiigo . 

Come- id .-as ab mt a changing world in wliich boys and girls have to find oi’der and meaning for 
tIr.ia..elvos may be found in Marshall McLuli;m' s Undm’f.taiiding im uia : Tlxe oxt g i xt ionyL _QjL»2jl 

(Signet Book; , ,’$’Q:‘0p9, iy06, fi'iO.99). A ii'ansf oimiution of t duc;ition:t 1 encouni-'n-s calculated to 
•iwab.n knowlf dge-r.-'’oking (opistt.-mic ) behavior in boys and girl:;. durJng thi:: t-eriod of life 
should bo of great concern not only to curriculum devolopnu'nt but also to experiments in 
tvachor education . 



I fully realise that a gr- at many details I’einaiii to be vjorked out sliould a decision be mode to 
'* X- .loro th',- thro- potential t'-Xi’erlmontal programs . The notion:: that we can prov-ule a behavioral 
:;ci' nc -3 basi:: fo.r the discJi>iine of education and ijropax'o tcuchi.'rs to Cf.’p-- vjith ■ ducation noi only 
fo.r -.arly childlioud but also for "the years of l.rans format ion" intrigue:: jno . It-foro vjo embark upon 
:;uch a pi'Ogi’ai:’., hov/ever, someone has to eiivi::a.ge the scope and se(|uencr- of curriculum experiences 
frum -Hirly cluldh-iud into higher education (or school-leaving) . In add.ition, th-.’ro is the task of 
finding ;:omo sympatlK.-tic person(s) in each of the do}*artments of tlio University that iniglit yg in- 
volved . 
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